E. C., FEMALE, aged 41. Four years ago had "influenza" during pregnancy followed by cramps in thighs and difficulty in walking. No sore throat. Eighteen months later, left foot drop. Six months later right foot drop. Noticed quivering of muscles of thighs at this time. One year later became bedridden, noticed she could not lift her arms at the shoulders, although her hands were strong. Lately, weakness of back muscles; patient unable to sit up unless propped up.
Rheumatic fever when aged 9. Has never had diphtheria. Sensation.-Impairment to cutaneous warmth; pressure pain in whole of right leg, thigh and trunk, and some impairment to pressure pain in right arm. There was a zone of hyperaesthesia extending round the body at level of D. 8 and 9. Other forms of sensation normal.
Retention of urine. Three weeks later the sensory changes over thorax and abdomen could not be detected, but the impairment to pressure pain and cutaneous warmth remained in leg, thigh and arm. Power in legs and arm had become greater.
